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FULL COUNCIL REPORT

To:  Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen

Authorisation Of Officers Under Legislation Affecting The Administration 
Of Licensing Requirements For Hackney Carriage Drivers And Vehicles 
/Private Hire Operators Drivers And Vehicles 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 This report seeks to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Councils 
Licensing service by including additional officers with the delegated authority, 
commensurate with their role, to undertake duties as indicated within this report on 
behalf of the Council.  

1.2 The legislation referred to within the report is a responsibility of the Council and 
therefore any delegation to officers must be provided by the Council.

1.3 Currently the number of officers with delegated authority authorised to use the 
legislation identified within this report is limited specifically to the Head of Service for 
Public Protection and Housing and the Chief Executive more generally. 

1.4 There is a potential therefore for operational difficulties to be encountered that may 
put the public at risk due to the non-availability or accessibility of the officers listed in 
1.3. 

1.5 These powers are currently being used by the officers listed in 3.1. This report is to 
extend their use to additional officers as identified within report.  

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that

2.1 Part III of the Merthyr Tydfil CBC Constitution be amended so that in addition to the 
officers listed in 1.3 the Trading Standards, Licensing and Transport Manager, 
Senior Licensing and Transport Officer and Licensing Officers be authorised under 
section 61(1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 Act to 
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suspend or revoke a Private Hire drivers licence and a Hackney Carriage drivers 
licence where the grounds identified within section 61 are met. Any driver aggrieved 
by a decision under this section may appeal to a magistrates’ court.

2.2 Part III of the Merthyr Tydfil CBC Constitution be amended so that in addition to the 
officers listed in 1.3, the Trading Standards, Licensing and Transport Manager be 
authorised under section 61(2B) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1976 Act to suspend and revoke with immediate effect  a Private Hire or 
Hackney Carriage vehicle drivers licence. 

2.3 Part III of the Merthyr Tydfil CBC Constitution be amended so that in addition to the 
officers listed in 1.3 the Trading Standards, Licensing and Transport Manager, be 
authorised under section 62 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 Act to suspend,  or revoke a Private Hire operators licences where the grounds 
identified within section 62 are met.

2.4 Part III of the Merthyr Tydfil CBC Constitution be amended so that in addition to the 
officers listed in 1.3 the Trading Standards, Licensing and Transport Manager, 
Senior Licensing and Transport Manager and Licensing Officers be authorised under 
section 60 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to suspend 
or revoke a Private Hire vehicles licence and a Hackney Carriage vehicles licence 
where the grounds identified within section 60 are met. Any proprietor aggrieved by a 
decision under this section may appeal to a magistrates’ court. 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 Merthyr Tydfil CBC Constitution allocates licensing functions to the Licensing Sub 
Committee.

3.2 Within the Constitution there is a scheme of delegation that can allocate functions to 
officers either from Council or Cabinet. The scheme of delegation allows officers to 
undertake duties on behalf of the Council (or Cabinet).

3.3 This ensures that officers when undertaking their roles on behalf of the Council (or 
Cabinet) can do so legitimately. Otherwise officers can be acting ‘ultra vires’ and that 
can lead to financial risks and reputational harm to the Council. 

3.4 The legislation referred to within the report is a responsibility of the Council and 
therefore any delegation to officers must be provided by the Council. 
Recommendations 2.1 and 2.2 relate to driver licences; 2.3 to an operator’s licence 
and 2.4 to a vehicle licence.  

3.5 Within the Licensing Service legislation provides for the suspension and revocation 
of Licences. Where circumstances dictate the suspension or revocation of a licence 
can be an appropriate response. Because of the possible public safety implications 
the decision of whether to suspend or revoke a licence needs to be undertaken 
expediently and the request for officers to be authorised enables a decision to be 
made swiftly therefore avoiding any inherent delay in organising and administrating a 
Licensing Sub Committee.     



3.6 A suspension or revocation of a drivers licence takes effect at the end of a period of 
21 days beginning with the day on which notice is given to the driver. If agreed 
officers listed in 2.1 will be able to use the power of suspension or revocation that 
takes effect following that period of 21 days. 

3.7 However where there may be an indication of a risk to public safety; in such 
circumstances there may be a need to immediately suspend or revoke a driver’s 
licence in order to protect the public. 

3.8 The recommendation within 2.2 has been included to allow another Senior Officer of 
the Authority to suspend or revoke a driver’s licence where they consider it 
appropriate to do so in order to immediately protect the public. 

3.9 There is an approved Council Policy that officers consider in determining whether to 
suspend or revoke immediately. Such consideration is carried out in conjunction with 
our legal service. 

3.10 Any driver aggrieved by the decision to suspend or revoke a licence, be it subject to 
the 21 day period or immediately, may appeal to the magistrates’ court. 

3.11 The power to suspend or revoke a private hire operator’s licence within 
recommendation 2.3 is requested for the Trading Standards, Licensing and 
Transport Manager only. There are no immediacy provisions for operators’ licences. 

3.12 The suspension and revocation of vehicle licences (recommendation 2.4) are 
requested and are mainly to be used, but not exclusively, where a vehicle is unfit for 
use as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.  A notice to the proprietor has to be 
provided giving the grounds for the suspension or revocation within fourteen days. 
Any proprietor aggrieved by a decision under this section may appeal to a 
magistrates’ court.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S)

4.1 Any costs can be absorbed within the current budget for the Licensing Service.  

5.0 EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

5.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) form has been prepared for the purpose of 
this report.  It has been found that a full assessment is not required at this time.  The 
form can be accessed on the Council’s website/intranet via the ‘Equality Impact 
Assessment’ link.  
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